Study program: Gender studies

Name of the subject: Gender and Religion

Teacher(s): Milo$ Jovanovié, Zilka Spahi¢ Siljak

Status of the subject: elective

Number of ECTS credits: 5

Conditions: none

Subject goal

Getting the students acquainted with different religious traditions, particularly Christian Orthodox as the
dominant in Serbia, and the place issues related to non-heterosexuality have in their teachings. Furthermore,
introduction to the stand different religious organizations take towards LGBTIQ people and changes of it in
different socio-cultural contexts.

Outcome of the subject — Upon completion of the course, students will:

1. Be acquainted with the issues and problems related to (non-hetero)sexuality that arise within the theological
and social teachings of different religious and spiritual traditions.

2. Be able to analyze the socio-cultural and historical conditions that have influenced religious attitudes towards
sexuality.

3. Have an insight into existing empirical research on the relationship between religion and homosexuality.

4. Be able to point out social problems related to religious attitudes about homosexuality and present their
alternative solutions to both professional and lay public.

Subject content
Theory

Introduction — religion and sexuality/ies

Christianity, Judaism, Islam and homosexuality

Homosexuality in non-Abrahamic religions (Buddhism, Hinduism, Taoism, Native American religion, ...)
“Orthodox” and “alternative” interpretations of the Holy Scripture

Christianity, male and female homosexuality

Ascetic practices in early Christianity, virginity, the body

“Unnatural® and sex “contrary to nature” — the disruption of the “cosmic order”
Religiosity, spirituality, sexuality

Human rights, civil/sexual freedoms, religious beliefs

10. Empirical research on religiosity and homosexuality

11. Moralistic condemnation of homosexuality in Christian Orthodoxy

12. LGBTQ believers in Serbia — the problem of identity

13. Politics, religion, sexuality — “cultural wars” in Serbia

14. Queer theology

15. Religions and non-heterosexuality — prospects for the future
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Practical learning: Exercises / Seminars
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Number of active teaching

Theoretical teaching: 2 Practical teaching: 1
classes

Method of carrying out the teaching
Lectures, presentations, debates; presentation of texts and discussions related to problems from the literature

Evaluation of knowledge (maximum number of points 100)

Pre-exam obligations points Final exam points

30 (presentations,

A written exam
discussions)

class participation

practical classes oral exam 70

colloquia | |

seminar paper




